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Edward Kennedy â€œDukeâ€• Ellington was one of jazzâ€™s greatest innovators. Join Bill Gutman

as he explores the fascinating life of this legend from his birth at the turn of the century to his death

at the age of seventyâ€‘five. Interviewing Dukeâ€™s friends, fans, and fellow musicians, Gutman

documents the progress of a man who dedicated his life to crafting the everâ€‘changing sound of

jazz. Gutman plunges into the history of jazz from its origin in the honkyâ€‘tonk sounds of the

Ragtime Era to the forms that are widely enjoyed today. Jazz has evolved through the years to

become one of the most popular forms of music, with Duke Ellington as chief composer, artist, and

perfomer. Gutmanâ€™s account of Ellingtonâ€™s life as it parallels the history of jazz provides a

fascinating history for both jazz veterans and those new to the art form.
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This was a good introduction to the life of Duke Ellington. It made me want to read more about him,

and I plan to go on to read his autobiography. My only complaint is that it was repetitive in some

parts.
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